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Hazelwood Christian Church
1400 W University Avenue
Muncie, IN 47303
Ph. (765) 282-5969; Fax (765) 282-5569
E-mail: hazelwoodchurch@gmail.com
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September 17, 2015

Search Committee Update

Rev. Diane Zehr, Interim Senior Minister
Rev. James Petty, Associate Minister
Tony Gill, Moderator
Sunday Schedule: Worship Service, 10 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship, 11:15 a.m., Children Church School, 10:10 a.m.;
Adult Church School, 11:30 a.m.

Hazelwood’s Statement of Calling: As members of the body of Christ, we at Hazelwood are called to share
God’s love by introducing individuals to Christ and nurturing personal spiritual growth for Christ’s mission.
Motto: Our BEST for Christ

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE
Next One:

October 22
Look for us at:
www.hazelwoodchurch.org
We will be constantly building
and adding to it,
so check back often!
You can also contact us
through the Website. Check
out the home page.

Items to be published in the
Newsletter are due in the
office one week prior to
mail date. Thank you!

“The Search Committee has been busy going over the latest round of candidates for Senior
Minister. Over the evenings of August 25 and 31, we held three Skype interviews (each
lasting around an hour). From these interviews, we narrowed it down to two individuals we
invited here for a second interview. Of those, one decided they were content in their current
position, and one agreed to come meet with us. This candidate will come in mid-October.
The Search Committee is excited about what we have learned so far, and the possibilities
that the future holds.
“As many of you probably know, Rev. Diane is concluding her ministry with us at the end of
September. Since we won't have a new Senior Minister in place by then, the Elders, Worship, and Search Committees met on September 9th to discuss a plan for covering responsibilities during the next three months. While Rev. James will still be with us during this time,
his schooling is taking much more time than before Rev. Diane arrived, and it would be
unfair to him to expect him to perform the same duties as before. This group looked at how
we, as a Church, will function through December of this year. Even if the current candidate
does accept the position, it would likely be towards the beginning of the next year before
they would arrive.
“This plan includes three pieces: First, there will be one or two Elders ‘on call’ each week
for Pastoral Care. This would include things such as hospital and home visits. The church
office will have a schedule, and any requests will be channeled through the office. Second,
the Worship Committee, assisted by others, will find individuals to fill the pulpit on Sundays. Shirley Bookout presented several suggestions for the month of October, and includes
some special guest speakers. More details on those to come. Lastly, Rev. Diane has agreed
to come back on Wednesdays to assist with staff oversight and to make sure things are generally running smoothly.
“The Search Committee has been meeting for 16 months now. They worked diligently to
find Rev. Diane, and continue to work just as hard to find a new Senior Minister. I ask that
you continue to pray for them, as well as for all the leaders of Hazelwood, as we enter what
is hopefully the home stretch in our search. Your patience, and continued support, is greatly
appreciated.”
Tony Gill, Board Moderator
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
In Appreciation:
“To our Hazelwood Family: Jill, Gwendolyn, and I would like to express our sincere love
and appreciation to all who held our family in their hands during those days of loss in early
January. The deaths of both Annie and Caroline, as we all know, were unexpected. Yes, a
certain innocence was lost by all of us on that cold and cloudy day. However, each and
every day is a new learning experience in love, forgiveness, and patience. Your continued
prayers and kindness, as we all continue to grieve our loss, is felt each day. Your effort,
through laughter, tears, and telling stories about the two of them are precious to us all. It is
through these conversations that we keep alive their memory that will live among us for a
lifetime. Thank you. In Christ,” John Clark
“Thank you to the Hazelwood Church family for the flowers, concerns, and prayers for my
recent knee surgery and recovery. It is comforting to know so many care.” Dick Miller

“Thank you so much for your visits, flowers, and ‘Get Well’ balloons. I am home now,
and taking time to recoup, and I’m looking forward to when I can go back to subbing on a
slower time schedule. Maybe two times a week once I am released on September 18.
Thanks again,” Bettie Wickersham

October 2015
1

Christopher Rowe

3

Cheryl McCoy
Richard Shear

7

Alexis Schussler-Weisheit

9

Ryan Tucker

13

Bob Weller
James Petty

“Dear Hazelwood Family, My heartfelt thanks for your prayers for my grandson, Travis
Tyler, who underwent surgery for a brain tumor last month in Indianapolis. Test results
were negative, and Travis is recovering well at home.” Helen Tyler

Denise Glasson
15

Myrna Atkinson

Alex Glaze

Congratulations to:
Travis & Kate Tyler of McCordsville, upon the birth of a son, Reed James, born August 16.
Great-grandmother is Helen Tyler.

Larry & Rita Green, who celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary on September 4.

21

Susan Downing
Eric Shirk

22

Brynmar Rees

24

Travis Warrner
If your name has been
inadvertently left off,
call the church office
at 282-5969.

“For most of us, having a safe, dry, and
comfortable place to sleep at night is not
a concern. But for many, it is a dream.
Habitat for Humanity is in the business of
giving a ‘hand up’, not a ‘hand out.’ You
have the opportunity to be a part of helping someone achieve the dream of owning their own home, or making a home
more livable. Hazelwood’s Habitat for
Humanity workday will be Saturday,
October 10, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. You do
not have to work the whole time. If you
can work the morning or the afternoon,
that is fine. And don’t worry, BSU football fans, there is no home game that day!
Marianna Gill will be taking names during coffee fellowship in the Rotunda after
the service. While you’re signing up, you
can check out the display that was lovingly put together by Mary Alice Lanning, in
honor of her sister, Bettie Kirk, who was
an avid Habitat for Humanity volunteer.
Also, if you’ve ever worked on a Habitat
home, whether a new build, or a refurbish, please sign the poster board by the
sign-up table. Let’s show a family who
needs a ‘hand up’ that we are the hands
and feet of God.”
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DEAR HAZELWOOD FAMILY:

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES FOOD PANTRY
August volunteers included: Marcia Miller, Jim & Nancy Reece, John & Carolyn Starnes,
Glen Sulanke, Jim & Judy Warrner, and Elaine Wulff. Thanks to all who helped. Our next
opportunity to serve is December 16, 17, and 18. Prayerfully consider helping in December.
For more information contact Shirley Bookout at 744-1207. Hazelwood has an ongoing collection area for the food pantry. Bring your non-perishable items. They are always in need
of food!
MISSIONS DISTRIBUTION
Family assistance, $200.
CROP WALK
Sunday, September 27, 2 p.m., College Avenue United Methodist Church. Sign up to walk,
Sunday, September 20, or to support a Hazelwood walker with a contribution. END HUNGER with your Friends … ONE STEP AT A TIME!
BALL STATE HOMECOMING

“I would like to express my sincere thanks to the church for the generous contribution to the Kenya Mission, also known as ‘Winnie’s Kids.’ Because of your generous donation, we were able to do the following in Kenya this summer:
1. Provide school uniforms to 217 kids at Shivembe Primary School and to 50
more children from a neighboring school.
2. Provide school supplies, pain medication, and 30 Ball State University T-shirts
to the top 10 students in three schools.
3. Give a donation of $500, school supplies, and pain medication to the orphanage (Lewa Children’s Home).
4. Buy six cows for the Women’s Group (Mama-ni-Mama). Now each of the
women (10 in all) has a cow!
We also provided school supplies and pain medication to the Women’s Group.
On behalf of Shivembe kids, the orphanage, and the Women’s Group, I want to
say ‘THANK YOU HAZELWOOD!’ My family and I are truly blessed to be a part of
Hazelwood Church. I look forward to sharing with you all about my trip sometime
next month!” Winnie Muhiga

The Missions & Benevolence Committee and Youth will be parking cars here for the Homecoming Parade on Saturday, October 3. All proceeds go to help the Christmas Box Project.
—————————————————————————————————————
We are quickly approaching Rev. Diane Zehr’s last Sunday with us at
Hazelwood on September 27th. Over the past year as our Interim
Minister, Rev. Diane has made a positive and lasting impact in the
life of our church, and she has come to mean a great deal to many of
us personally. If you would like to express your appreciation with a
donation toward some church gifts for Rev. Diane, please put them in
the offering plate or send them to the church office in an offering
envelope marked, “Rev. Diane—Gift.” There will be a special Coffee
Fellowship marking this occasion following worship on Sunday, September 27th. We hope all of you can be there as we say farewell and
send her off with our thanks, support, prayers, and best wishes for
her and her family! Wendy Rees, Ministerial Relations Committee
Chair

Here are the Book Club selections for the

next several months. Please come and
join us in the Library for some fellowship
and discussion on some good books.

October 1: Me Before You, by Jo Jo Mayes
November 5: Rebecca, by Daphane du Maurier
December 3: Red Bird Christmas, by Fanny Flagg
January 2016: No Meeting
February 4, 2016: Leaving Time, by Jodi Picoult
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“Dear Church Members,
“Mama ni Mama Women’s group have the pleasure to greet you all in the name of our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
“The group wishes to thank you all for the continuous support you have always given to
them. Through your support, we have been able to uplift our standards of living.

It is with great sadness that we have received
the resignation of Linette Cook, our Administrative Assistant. Linette asked that her resignation take place immediately, so you will not
find her in the office from now on.

“We therefore thank you so much for that support. We wish all of you good health. May God
bless you all. Yours faithfully,” Elizabeth Sagwa (Secretary), on behalf of the group

She has served God well here these past 28 years, as she has seen many
changes take place in this congregation. Staff was organized, weddings
and funeral dinners were taken care of, the office kept running, hospital
calls made, volunteers coordinated, flowers provided for patients and Sunday mornings, and so much more. Linette was the institutional memory of
Hazelwood Christian Church and a friend to so many.

—————————————————————————————————————

Our prayers go with her, as does our appreciation and love.

“Most importantly, each member now has a dairy animal which we bought from the funds
you give us yearly.

“On behalf of the entire school community, I acknowledge receipt of assorted supplies to the
school through Professor Winnie Muchera.
“We received stationery of pencils, pens, erasers, rubber bands, and pencil sharpeners for our
500 pupils, and uniforms for both boys and girls totally to 220. Some bottles of painrelieving medicine, several t-shirts, and calculators were also received.
“With all these equipment, our pupils are geared to doing well academically, and hope to
have good health and improved retainability.
“Good luck in all your undertakings as you continue to support our educational programs.
Thank you. Yours faithfully,” Joseph Mmuchi

Jim Warrner
878 Westgate Dr.
Anderson, IN 46012

Living Lightly Fair, a FREE environmental event on September 19, at
Minnetrista (9 a.m—4 p.m.), will
feature an Indianapolis minister as
the main speaker. Pastor, storyteller,
violinist, and creation-care activist,
T. Wyatt Watkins, weaves sacred
and personal narrative into a tapestry of call and response, accented by
creation-inspired music from an Irish
palette. Wyatt invites us to reflect
on our own stories of responsibility
for the future of this good Earth and
of human well-being. He speaks at 11
a.m.
For information, you can go to
www.livinglightlyfair.org.
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October 4 - 10, 2015

September 20 - 24, 2015
SUNDAY

TUESDAY

• Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

SUNDAY

• Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

• Sign up for CROP Walk and the Habitat for Humanity workday.

TUESDAY

• Praise Band rehearsal, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

• 2016 Youth Mission Trip Sponsors’ meeting, 11:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAY • Bell choir, 6 p.m., choir room.

• MS Support, 7 p.m., Library.

• Praise Band rehearsal, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

• Vocal choir, 7:15 p.m., choir loft.

WEDNESDAY • Bell Choir, 6 p.m., choir room.

• Vocal Choir, 7:15 p.m., choir loft.
THURSDAY • Preschool Chapel, 9:10 a.m. & 12:40 p.m., Sanctuary.

THURSDAY • Ministerial Relations, 7 p.m.
SATURDAY • Habitat for Humanity workday.

October 11 - 16, 2015

September 27 - October 3, 2015
SUNDAY

• Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

SUNDAY

• Worship Service, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

• All - Youth Fellowship, 11:30 a.m.

• All - Youth Fellowship, 11:30 a.m.
MONDAY

TUESDAY

• Preschool Chapel, 9:10 a.m. & 12:40 p.m., Sanctuary.

MONDAY

• Preschool Fall Break begins.

• CWF at Jeane Garrett’s, 1 p.m.

TUESDAY

• Praise Band rehearsal, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

• Praise Band rehearsal, 10 a.m., Sanctuary.

WEDNESDAY • Elders, 5 p.m.

• Bell Choir, 6 p.m., choir room.

WEDNESDAY • Bell choir, 6 p.m., choir room.

• Vocal Choir, 7:15 p.m., choir loft.

• Vocal choir, 7:15 p.m., choir loft.
THURSDAY • Book Club, 6 p.m., Library. Discussion on Me Before Y ou, by Jo Jo
Mayes.

FRIDAY

• Men’s Lunch, noon. Host: Charles Retherford.

SATURDAY • Youth parking for BSU Homecoming.
All events held at Sulanke Fellowship House, unless otherwise noted.
All events held at Sulanke Fellowship House, unless otherwise noted.
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