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Moderator Report 

Submitted by Ann Wolfe 
 
Despite or due to COVID-19, Hazelwood Christian Church experienced quite a few accomplishments 

in 2020: 
 

We have made efforts to continue “being Church” through online Sunday services with the expert 
technical guidance of Tony Gill and the extra work of Marianna Gill, our worship coordinator. Along 
with being a calming and uplifting presence during these services, Rev. Jason Jones was also busy 

with Tuesday messages on Facebook, a Bible study on Philippians, a book study of Becoming an Anti-

Racist Church, taking an online theology class about ministering during the pandemic, attending 
Zoom meetings, and keeping in touch with various congregational members. 

 
Our office staff (Stefanie Petty, Rhea Morgan, Marianna Gill) and music staff (Sally Kelley, Lori Rhoden, 

Jason Scott) and building staff (Kim Drury, Joe Scott) are appreciated for continuing their work for the 
church. Wendy Rees (Praise Band vocalist), Elders, and members sharing testimonies helped enrich 
our online worship experience. Thank you. 

 
Also deserving appreciation are all of our Board representatives, Trustees, Team chairs, and church 

members part of a team or an ad hoc committee. If everyone were listed here, likely the entire 
church directory would be the result, just without photos  You helped give Hazelwood a sense of 
normalcy in this extended time of uncertainty. 

 
The Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) loan secured and overseen by our very capable bookkeeper Rhea 

Morgan insured that all office, music, and caretaking staff continued receiving paychecks. Angie 
Lopez, director of Hazelwood Preschool, secured a PPP for her staff along with other grants to help 
keep our ministry to youngsters thriving. 

 
The Hazelwood Community Garden provided a variety of vegetables to Christian Ministries, Muncie 
Mission, Covenant Partners Ministries, Grace Episcopal Church, and the Soup Kitchen. All garden 

helpers were devoted and worked many hours.  
 

In 2021, as Immediate Past Moderator, overseeing the revision of our Governance Guidelines is a 
primary goal.  
 

Please refer to reports from our Minister, Office Administrator, Trustees and various Teams for other 
highlights. 

 
 
 

 
Diaconate Committee Report 

We performed our responsibilities consistent with the “opportunities to serve” during early 2020. There 
were no changes in personnel. We wait for the return of the non-virtual services. 
 

William Moser 
Chair of Hazelwood Diaconate Committee 

 
 
 



Epiphany Action Team Report 

Submitted by Ann Wolfe 

This group of Hazelwood members functions as a “sounding board” for the minister and as a 
welcoming venue to voice ideas. The Team has an opportunity to meet bi-monthly on the 3rd 

Tuesday of February, April, June, August, October, and December. We continue to keep in focus our 
5-year story drawn up during the Epiphany training of two activity-filled weekends two years ago. The 
new Mission statement “Sharing Christ with our community through service and relationships” is the 

guidepost from which we base action on proposed ideas. 
 

Certain chapters in our story might have run the length of their narrative while  
several new chapters have emerged and present possibilities for service and relationships. “Beyond I 
Can”, a local non-profit organization for adults with special needs, offers opportunities to be explored 

more fully once COVID-19 presents less of a concern to this vulnerable population. Where Hazelwood 
fits in during this time of social unrest weighs heavily on our hearts. Rev. Jason initiated a Zoom book 
study on Joseph Barndt’s Becoming an Anti-Racist Church that is leading us to learn hard truths about 

how racism continues to be perpetuated in the church. The study may provide a foundation upon 
which to guide Hazelwood in an effort to inform and to get actively engaged. As one Team member 

said, “Neutral is not an option.”  
 
If you have an idea or want to pose a question, please contact one of the Epiphany Action Team 

members: Rev. Jason Jones, Tony Gill, Gregg Altobella, Joanna Hahn, and Ann Wolfe. 
 

 
 
 

Jones Scholarship Report 

 The Jones Scholarship consists each year of a Chairperson, the Senior Minister, a legal advisor, and a 

member of the Board of Trustees. This year Charles Retherford served as the legal advisor and John 
Starnes served as the Trustee. Due to COVID-19, the committee did not meet in person this year. I 
communicated with the committee through email. For the same reason, Jones Scholarship 

recognition was done online. 
 
The recipients of the scholarship for 2020-21 are: 

Adam Glaze, who is attending University of Southern Indiana 
Josh Clary attending Ball State University 

Andrew Glaze attending Taylor University 
Victoria Long attending Ball State University 
Khamasi Muhiga attending Ball State University 

Brynmar Rees attending Butler University 
Kara Tucker attending Taylor University 

 
Disbursal of funds is made through Doug Bales at Whitinger and deposited into HCC Reserve Fund 
#1952. The amount is determined by the amount Doug Bales says is available and divided by the 

number of applicants. This year’s award amounted to $3,000 per student per year ($1,500 each 
semester). 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Ann Matchett, Chair 

 
 

 
 
 



Missions & Benevolence Team Report 

The following disbursements were provided through the Sulanke Trust and the Permanent Fund, 

Christian Church Foundation: 
 

$300.  Salvation Army 
$300.  Christian Ministries Men’s Sleeping Room, Christmas gift cards 
$200.   Children’s Clothing Center of Delaware County, Inc 

$725.   Second Harvest  
$425.  A Better Way 

$975.  Christian Ministries 
$200.  Whitely Community 
$925.  YWCA 

$400.  Walk-A-Mile in My Shoes, Muncie Mission 
$775.  Muncie Mission 
$1,000 Winnie’s Kids 

$225.  Habitat for Humanity 
$225.  MOM, Motivate Our Minds 

$56.39 Items for Christmas in July 
$200.  “A Home for Lizzy” 
 

Activities beginning December 2019: 
 

Providing gifts for 50 Nursing Home residents 
 
Volunteering  Christian Ministries Food Pantry in February, August, and November 

 
Provided 2 meals a day for the Men’s Sleeping Room of Christian Ministries, week of January,12-18 

 
WALK-A-MILE in My Shoes, 13 walkers raised $1,684. For the Muncie Mission,  
February,8 

 
WINNIE’S KIDS, sponsored the annual fund raiser: 
$4,105.   Hazelwood 

$1,000.   Sulanke Trust 
$280.     Yorktown Church 

$1,169.18.  Farmington Hills Church, Michigan Church 
$548.      Calendars 
$4,982.27. Ball State and friends 

 
$12,084.45 Grand Total 

 
Hearts and Hands United, collected 865 glue sticks for the Back-to-School giveaway 
 

Christmas in July over 500 non-perishable items for Christian Ministries Food Pantry 
 

Thankful for all the great help in these many projects. 
Blessings to all from the Missions and Benevolence Team (Shirley Bookout, Don Crose, Marcia Miller, 
Wendy Rees. And Glen Sulanke) 

 
 

 
 
 



Trustees and Property Report 

The Trustees and Property Committee have had a very interesting year in governing the financial 

accounts, expected and unexpected maintenance, planned projects and major repairs. 
Considering the effects of the Corona Virus and the church being closed, please see below a list and 

highlights of projects completed or in process. 
 
JANUARY 

Transferred $3,000 interest funds from the Trustees Reserve funds account #61 Permanent Funds 
account to be deposited in the Permanent Fund account at Christian Church Foundation which they 

administer for us. 
 
Due to the sale of the Kitselman Mansion, the Carriage House, & implement shed, it was determined 

to consider investing $100,000 with TD Ameritrade through Doug Bales of Whitinger Company as a 
safety fund if ever needed. Bill is to make contact with Doug. 
 

Rev. Jason, Bill, & Jay are working with Reid’s Electric in regard to updating the Sanctuary lighting. 
Estimates range from $15,000 to $25,000. 

 
Resealing of the parking lot and widening of driveway to comply with BZA requirement in sale of the 
Carriage House & property. Bill estimated $10,000 cost to complete. 

 
Complete Comfort Air completed an inventory of our heating & air conditioning units, and identified 

12 air conditioners and 12 furnaces for our church building plant. 
 
Approved purchase of new computers for the office staff, Rev. Jason, Stefanie, & Rhea. Tony Gill 

working on this project. 
 

An Emergency Response Planning team consisting of tony Gill, Andy Rees, Bob Weller, & Rev. Jason 
are working on proposals for security. 
 

FEBRUARY 
Due to Corona Virus, church closed, no Trustee Meeting. Activity reports were e-mailed to each 
Trustee, Church Board Chairman, Treasurer, & Rev. Jason. 

 
MARCH 

Due to Corona Virus, church closed, no Trustee Meeting. Activity reports e-mailed same as February. 
 
APRIL 

Due to Corona Virus, church closed, no Trustee Meeting. Activity reports e-mailed same as February. 
 

MAY 
On March 28 due to 3 separate rains the same day, the ELC area of the basement was flooded. The 
sump pumps & drains could not keep up. Rev. Jason contacted AITRADRY of Mt. Summit, IN. First 

estimate for cleanup was $25,000, final invoice was $21,655.50. Bill & Jay cleaned the pits and found 
a piece of shirt and bush needles and other trash plugging pumps. Hardware cloth was placed 

around the pits as a trash preventive and bushes were removed. A down spout pipe over roof of 
steps was adjusted to run water over roof into yard. 
 

The garbage disposal in the main kitchen was replaced $800.+ 
 

Reids Electrical LLC. Repaired all outside lights, separated pole lights from mansion with new 
underground wiring & installed new control box in basement of Cartwright Hall, $1,721. 
 



JUNE 
Reids Electric LLC completed installation f the new LED lighting system in the Sanctuary. Cost was 

$2,135, quite a savings from $25,000. 
 

Rhea, Woody, Bill & Jay completed the applications for the government Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP Loan). We received the loan funds $60,500 enough for 2.5 months of payroll. We did not use any 
of it for property expenses or utilities. 

We currently waiting on the Congressional ruling on the Loan Forgiveness Program. Reed M Levitz, 
Business Banking Officer II of Northwest Bank is handling the loan. Rhea completed the worksheet 

and emailed it to him. 
 
Property Taxes were filed and adjusted due to sale of lawn mower and addition of new storage barn. 

 
Payed $1,512 spring tax for property water run off assessment to city. 
 

JULY 
Received bid from American Asphalt, Inc. for widening of the north driveway to comply with BZA 

approval of sale of Carriage House. Included in the bid was complete resealing of the parking lot 
and relining of 70 some parking spaces, $10,425. 
 

Comfort Air Heating & Cooling was contacted to repair both furnace air conditioners in the choir loft, 
one blowing hot air and other not blowing cool air. 

 
AUGUST 
American Asphalt LLC completed the church parking lot project, spraying weeds, filling cracks, and 

resealing the entire lot. 70+ parking spaces were relined, $10,425. 
 

Jeff Eads took part of carriage house yard next to the old implement shed and had American 
Asphalt create 6 new parking spaces for his use, allowing us to use them as needed for funerals and 
weddings. His cost was not included in our price. 

 
Bill & Jay continue to solve the minor maintenance problems and have scheduled the repairs for the 
old downstairs minsters offices, replacing the drywall, rubber base board and painting walls. This loss 

was due to the lost flooding damage this spring. Mike Petro Construction of Gaston, IN is the 
contractor. 

 
SEPTEMBER 
Angie Lopez, Preschool Director, as received another $20,000 grant. She wishes to use a portion of 

this money to install a key fob or card system so that patrons can have access to the building during 
school hours. 

This is to be discussed further in the October Trustees meeting. 
 
OCTOBER 

Woody reported that the Trustees Reserve Fund showed a slight decrease due to the market. The 
Treasurers Report shows a positive $16,137 for the period of January through September. Bill reported 

property expenses for the month of September were $4,139. This has been around the average for 
the last several months. 
 

Bill & Jay reported $2,770 was payed to contractor Mike Petro for repairs completed in old minister’s 
office in lower level due to the May flooding. 

 
Bill reported all furnaces were inspected & filters were changed for winter season by Complete 
Comfort Air. Jay contacted them in regard to the MERVE rating on the filters (to be determined). 



 
Angie Lopez, Preschool Director, received another grant, and wishes ton install a key fob or card 

reader security system in the ELC area with a portion of the money. She secured a quote from 
Koorsen Security in the amount of $6,500 for the installation and additional $5,600 for a card reader or 

key fob for the rotunda doors. 
 
Bill & Jay wanted a comparison bid and invited Consumer Security & Audio to present a bid which 

would include the main entrance to the church building as well as the ELC entrance. They estimated 
around $5,575 for the ELC and $5,000 for the rotunda doors. The main control box would be located 

in the janitor storage area on the lower level of the building with some controls on the doors. The 
main control box could be expanded to include 6 additional doors at an additional cost. Details 
including cameras, phones, alarm system, etc. were discussed. 

After a lengthy discussion, Amy Stucky presented a motion to hire Consumer Security to install their 
system in the ELC and church proper. It was seconded and approved by a 6-0 vote. 
 

Bill Ritchie 
Trustee & Property Chairman 

 
 
 

 
Worship Team Report 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions for the majority of the year, the Worship Team met only once on 
January 23, 2020.  
 

A Board report for March was submitted, detailing discussions from that meeting, so I will just report on 
items since that time. 

 
Starting Sunday, March 15, our worship service went to being streamed online due to the safety 
measures put in place for COVID. 

 
We had planned a Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service with the draping of cloths and extinguishing 
of candles. Due to technical difficulties, we were unable to do the service as planned (online). Rev. 

Jason streamed to Facebook and did a simple service instead. 
 

Starting on Easter, April 12, and ending on Pentecost, May 31, we did an 8-week worship series, 
“Heart of the Matter,” from Worship Design Studio. The series was fully scripted (except for the 
sermon), which took a lot of pressure and stress off Rev. Jason and myself. Worship Design Studio is a 

subscription-based website that Rev. Jason discovered earlier in the year. It has been a life-saving, 
wonderful resource and a great way to help us create immersive and meaningful online worship 

experiences during this time of pandemic.  
 
Starting on June 7, we did a 6-week worship series called “Beguiled by Beauty” from Worship Design 

Studio. This was another fully-scripted worship series, except for the sermons. We received feedback 
from some of our folks that they were really being engaged in the worship each week. 

On July 19, we started a 6-week worship series called “Roll Down, Justice! from Worship Design Studio. 
Rev. Jason decided on this series due to the social unrest at the time. This was not a fully-scripted 
series, and we were able to create our own videos with pictures, voiceovers, and music.  

Rev. Jason took a week off, and we used a pre-recorded sermon from Regional Associate Minister, 
Carolyn Reed, on August 30. 

 
Starting September 6, we did a 6-week series called “God Is Holding Your Life” from Worship Design 
Studio. This was another unscripted series, and we decided not to use any threshold videos. However, 



there were songs specifically written for some of the weeks that we used in different ways: for special 
music, for reading of scripture, for litanies, etc. - another way to get the theme across without doing 

the same thing each week.  
 

All of our series have been chosen because they had themes that were timely for the circumstances 
of this year. 
 

Starting October 18, we are taking a break from the series and going back to the lectionary for the 
time leading up to Advent. We will still do a special picture presentation for All Saints Sunday on 

November 1. November 15 will be the annual meeting and worship combined.  
 
Advent will begin on November 29 this year. We will be using a series from Worship Design Studio 

called “I Believe Even When…(Fill the Night with Music and Light)” The history of humanity is fraught 

with pain–especially the pain that comes accompanied by fear and leads to oppression and 

violence of one people against another. This is the world into which Jesus was born and through 

which his teachings would challenge and call for transformation. The opening words of an 

anonymous Jewish poet, “I believe in the sun, even when the sun is not shining,” were scrawled on a 

wall during the Holocaust. This theme song for our season calls us to examine our penchant for 

annihilating fear by annihilating each other. The power of narrative and music will call us to a 

different response– transformation and reconciliation through hope, love, joy, and peace. This 

Advent and Christmas, let us fill the night with music and light and affirm and act on the reasons why 

we can still “believe, even when” we are discouraged. 

 

As of this report, all the details have not been hammered out yet, but some ideas we are considering 
include a “Blue Christmas” service (for those who have lost loved ones), a completely different, yet 

meaningful, Christmas Eve service (most likely online), and we will still be lighting advent candles 
each week, just maybe in a different way.  

 
In summary, while this year, from March until now, has been fraught with stress, anxiety, uncertainty, 
and lots of pivoting to figure out our worship, it’s also been exciting, and energizing, and has given us 

a chance to spark our creativity and really think about how we engage ourselves, and others, in 
worship.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marianna Gill, Worship Coordinator and Chair of Worship Team 

 


